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AMENDMENTS TO IHE CLAIMS : 
1 (Cuirenily Ajacnded) An occipital plate comprising: 
a Y-shaped plate portion having a ftont side and a back side, a central portion. 
^ least one t ^leg portions, a ptarality of bone screw holes in the central portion, and at 
least one ^bushing; wherein the holes are configured and dimensioned to receive tte 

bushing; ^id . . ^ 

at least one clamping portion disposed on the front side pioxmiate a free end 

of tilS.at least one ^ leg portions; atierein th. clffmpin^ portion qoTnprises apivot 

Iir.nrri^-nt^^^^ ,bo.,t the piyot member and 
^ ^^^nn .i -^^ -^--^ --^--^-^ t. en.... m .rrnat. stq.ped-i. poTfon foTme4 ^ 

... .f the '^-^^ .^o^t of ..ivot b^t^^en the claxnp plat, and the plate . 

,^^^^^^^eiaA&plate4 »4 jc n dub l u Lu loiiHii iit tn nn nrrip w*-: 

2 (Original) The occipitalplateofclaiml. wherein the central 
portion includes an upper portion, a lower portion, and a ^ooved portion therebetween, 
upper portion having one bone screw hole. 

3 (Original) The occipital plate of claim 2. wherein the grooved 
portion is flexible to penmt the upper portion to be disposed at an angle with respect to the 
lower portion- 

4. (On gmal) The occipital plate of claim 2, wherein the leg portions 
and at least a portion of the central portion are disposed m nonparaUel planes. 

5. (Original) The occipital plate ofclaim 4. wherein the planes 
mtersect at an angle of between about 160° and about 175°. 

. 6. (Original) The occipital plate cfclaim 5, wherein the planes 
intersect at an angle of about 170°. 

7. (Canceled) 

8 (CmrcnttyAmentoi) Th. occipital plat, of claim l?.wl«rein 
dan* plate 6«ber 00=^^ a hole. «.c pivot =.crobcr b«.g received in the hole. 

9 (Original) The occipital plate ofclaim 8, «*erei= the pivot 
member ita*er =o»pri^ a taper^ pordon ^.1. serrations, and the leg portion Wier 
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comprisesataperedhole with s«.atio«s,whereinU.e sedations ofthetaperedpor^^^ 
positively engage the serrations of the tigered hole. 

10. (Cunently Amended) The occipital plate ofclaim 9, wherein the 

4^rvm t>i^ "hack side to the firont side, 
diameter of the tapered hole decreases w^ee^ from the back side 

11. (Origm^) me occipital plate ofclaim 10, wherein the cl«np plate 
is secured to the pivot member with a festener. 

12 (Original) TT.e occipital plate of claim 7, wherein the leg portion 
additionally comprises atod-receivingfirst rece. andthe clamping plate ^^^^^^ 
I^mprises arod-receiving second recess, the ^st and secondrece.es generally opposmg 

each other. 

13. (Origmal) Th. occipital plate of claim 12, wherem the second 
lecess is serrated. 

^ • >oiT,iatPfifclaim 2, wherein the bone screw 

14. (Original) The occipital plate ol ciaim -t, wu 

holes in the lower portion are disposed in a rectangular array. 

15 (Original) The occipital plate of claim 14. wherein at least one 
^onpofbonescrewhlles.thearrayisaisposed.ongacentrala.iscftheplate.^^^^^ 

between the leg pordons. 

,6. (Origmal) n.coccipWplateofcl=m.l5,wl>««n,bcbo,..»r«w 

We m .he upp« p<«ti=n is aspo«d on the 

screw holes are disposed ooaiinlly. 

,S. (Pre^ously Amended) TleoceipMpWeofeWm l.whe^m 

tl,.t.nshiaes pennit polyatial sngulalion. 

(Previously Amended) Theocc,piBlpla«ofclai»l,v*erei. 
d,e pUte bendable doDg « least two ge«reUy psnllel axes. 

20 (Previously Am»ded) occipittapWe of claim 1. wherein 

aeplateisbendabl. along a. leas, .wosenerallypen^ndi-l— 



19. 
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21. 



(Previously Amended) An ocdpitocervicri fixaSon s,st<=m 



""^"""^ ^ occipi-al p.«. co-^rising « leas, one rod elamp pomcn =ud a pU.e po«ion 
pivo.ableci™ppU..wi1hal».efcrrecei™.«.ep.s.a^a^«fcx.gh»..g«.e 

clan^ to flie post; 

at least one bone screw; and 

at least one rod, , ^ j 

hereto rod U ««toed i.e«.een *e pla« portica a=d the elamp pla« ard 

'^^™""*rj:2:lpla.e««heri.o.de=3.aro.a.e«=pped.i.po.«o.^^^^^^ 
PCS. ^ <^ clan^ Pla« «.*er taCude. ^ e«e„sion sized and confi,^=d -o engage .he 

arcuate stepped-in portion. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (CanceUed) 

24. (PrevionslyP«sen,ed) The oecipi.alpla.e of claim 18, wh«eta 
dK exterior sniftce of .he bashing has a fins*,sphedcal shape. 

25 CPrevionsly Presented) -fte oecipi«l,lattof ctaim 18.^e«in 
the bushing furtoer indades a. leas, one slot located on a sldewall »»reol. 

26. (PrevionslyPresenUd) Theoc=ipiMpla«ofelaim25.^h«in 
the sidewaU further includes a ridge. 

27. (PreviouslyPresented) Theoceipi«lpla.eotolain, n.-herein 
to rod-receiving Sist recess has a V^sh^ed r«=eS5. 

,8 (Previously Presented) Theocdpitoe-vical totionsj^enrof 
21. wh«ein to .rcuate stepped in^-ortion extends *ro«gh an angle of aboa. 
degrees to about 120 degrees- 

, r. t<.^^ The occipitocervical fixation system of 
29 (Previously Presented) ineoccip 
^21.wheIa.pl.ei«h=rincludesapos.ho>e,i.edande„n.^.orece.veto 

post. 
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30 (PrwioiolyPresaitrtl) Hk oodpitocarvicd fcatton sjsten. of 
claim 29. wh««n poa fW.- co^ri«» = upeml portion =«r»do=^j^ tte po« 
hole tathar comprises a uperrf hole wtth senaKons. wherein to sem«ion. of to «^ored 
portion positively engage to senalions of the tapered hole. 

31 (Onxently Ameixtel) Tto occipitocervical totion system of claim 
30. wherein to diameter of to tapered hole ISSBasg «^ ftom to back side to 
fiDnt side. 

32 (Previously Presented) The occipitocervical fixation system of 
dah. 29, wherein to plate l^er co^^riaes a rod-receiving firs, recess and to cW Pla«= 

* • ^ rt^cess the first and second recesses generally 

further comprises a rod-receiving second recess, tne 

opposing each other. 

33. (Previously Presented) Hie occipitocervical fixation system, of 
claim 32, wherein the second recess is serrated. 

34 (Previously Presemed) Tl.e occipitocervical fixation system, of 
claim 32. whe^in tto rod-x^eiving fixst recess has a V-shaped recess. 

35 (Previously Presented) The occipitocervical fixation system of 
claim21.wherein«.erodispositionableinthe at least oneclampportionby^^^ 

top portion of the assembly. 

36 (Previously Presented) The occipitocexvic^ fixation system of 
cl^21.whereinthepl.teportionhas^upperporUon.alowerportion,anda^ooved 

portion therehetween, the upper portion having one hone screw hole. 

37 (Previously Presented) Tt- occipitocervical fixation system of 
.l.i.35,whereinthe^oovedpo^onisfiexihletopermit1heupperportiontohe^^^^^^^ 

an angle with respect to to lower portion. 

38 (Previoudy Presented) The occipitocervical fixatfon sys.»n of 
el,im36.wherdntohon=scr«who,esintolowerportionarcdi*osedir.a.ec,ang„lar 



array. 
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^ • .wPr^stnledJ •ItoocdpiK.oerricdfixaticm system of 

c„aal «is of the pWe ^^-^^^ *^ P"*-""- 

■ ,vPr««««J) Tie occipitocervical '5*="°^ 
40, (PKviomlyP«se«e4) ^ ai3«,sed on the central iuds. 

« (Provio^yPresented) T.e occipitocervical fixation systec of 

.Uim 36. wheroin at ieas, two ^e screw holes are disposed c„a:oaBy. 

„ The occipitocervical fixation system of 

42. (Previonsly Presented) Theoccp ^ 3^^! 
^„ Wherein the n>d clan, portic and the pl«e porUon are disposed . n P 

plaDes. 

^ • ^IvPxesented) The occipitocervic^ fixation system of 

43. (Previously Presentea; >,„„m60* and about 175°. 

■ * «t an ande of between about 160 ana aov 

claim 42, 



, ^ The occipitocervical fixation system of 

^ (Previously Presented) i'^*'" 

^ "^"th^nlanes intersect at an angle of about 170°. 
claim 42, wherein the planes mwi* 

The occipitocervical fixation system of 

45. CPreviouslyPresent^ 

claim 21 , wherein the plate ^er melees a — ^ 
sizedandconliguxedtoreceivethebushmgtopernntpolyaxial gui 

^ ■ IV Presented) The occipitocervical fixation system of 

46. (Previously Presented) ^ ^^.^nherical shape. 
. - ,He exterior suifeceofthe bushing has a fhastosphencal snap 

claim 45, wherem the exterior sui 

. t.^^ The occipitocervical fixation system of 

47. (Previously Presented) ^^^^ J, ,,,,,,, a sidcwall thereof. 
Claim 45. wherehi *e bushing i^er includes . least one slot 

4, (PreviouslyPresented) The occipitocervical fixafion system of 
claim47,v.hereinthesidewallfi^«rincludesaxidge. 

4, (Previously presented) The occipitocervical fi-tion system of 

49. ^^^^'^^ .j,^^ two generally parallel axes, 
cteim 21, Wherein the plate IS bendable along at 1 

^ The occipitocervical fixation system of 

50. (Previously Presented) l^'' _ ^^^icular axes. 

, ■ v^^aWe along at least two generally perpenmcui 

claim 21 , wherein the plate is bendable alon. 
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5 1 (Currently Amended) An occipital pUte comprismg: 

a front side and a back side, a central portion, and at least one leg portion 

at least one bone screw hole in the central portion; 

at least o^. pivotable clan^ping portion disposed on the front side of the at 

least one leg portion; 

wherein the at least one leg portion includes a post aoie 
• .-on includes a pivot mender and a clamp pMe; the pivot n^ember bemg sized 
clampmg portion includes pivot . ..^.i^^T^pUte includes,^ 

x: .>^*riTn!%te with the clamp plate ana me post nuic ay — 

and configured to mate with th 

52. (Canceled) 

53 (Cv«eo.,yA«..«m=ocdpi«lpl^ofcl»«51«.«b««n*e 

sapped ta-p-^oo ^^^^ ^° ---- ^ 

degrees. 

54 (PTCViou^Pr^sctcd) Theo«pMp;a,eofcl,ta.5:^^«.in 

*aT,Pred i5ortion with serrations, and the post hole 

positively engage <he 

55 (Cu««ly Amended) T1>eoceipiMple.eofcWn.54,»h-ein.he 

, ^ taaeesM ftMn *e back side to to flxjM side, 
diameter ofthe taperedtole deas^»««»M 

56 (PreviousIyP^sented) tteoccipi.dpUt.of.iain.n. wherein 
fl,e damp plate is seeded to the pivot meoiber vrith a ftst^ter. 

57, (Canceled) 

. A Th^ occinital plate of claim 51 ^, whereiix the 

58, (Currently Amended) The occipuai 

second recess is serrated. 

59, (Canceled) 
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60 (Previously Pr^ented) The occipital plate of claim 51. wherein 
the plate further includes a spinal rod; the spinal rod being positionable in the at least one 
clamp portion by insertion from a tcp portion of the assembly. 

61 CPreviously Presented) The occipital plate of claim 51, ^vherein 
the central portion includes an upper portion, a lower portion, and a grooved portion 
therebetween, the upper portion having one bone screw hole. 

62 (Previously Presented) The occipiti plate of claim 61. wherein 
the grooved portion is flexible to permit the uppo: portion to be disposed at an angle w.lh 
respect to the lower portion. 

63 (Previously Presented) The occipital plate of claim 51, wherein 
the leg portions and at least a portion of the central portion are disposed in no^^arallel planes. 

64. (Previously Presented) The occipital plate of claim 63. wherein 
the planes intersect at an angle of between about 160" and about 175 

65. (Previously Presented) moccipitalplateof claim 63. wherein 
the planes intersect at an angle of about 170°. 

66 (Previously Presente<5 The occipital plate of claim 51. wherein 
the bone screw holes in the lower portion are disposed in a rectangular array. 

67 (Previously Presented) Theoccipitalplateof claim 66. wherein 
at least one group" of bone screw holes in ^e array is disposed along a central axis of the plate 
extending between the leg portioDS. 

68 (Previously Presented) Theoccipitalplateof claim 67. wherein 
the bone screw hole in the ^per portion is disposed on the central axis. 

69. (PreviouslyPresented) The occipital plate ofclaim 51. wherein 
at least two bone screw holes are disposed coaxially. 

70 (PreviouslyPresented) Theoccipitalplateof claim 51. wherein 
plate fUr^er includes abushing; the at least one bone screwhole being sized ^ 
configured to receive the bushing to permit polyaxial angulation. 
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71. (Previously PieseAted) The occipital plate of claim 70. wherein 
ihe exterior siarface of the bushiixg has a fiustospherical sh^e. 

72. (Previously Presented) The occipital plate of claim 70, wherein 
thebushing further includes at least one slot located on a ddewall thereof. 

73. (Previously Presented) The occipital plate of claim 72. whe- ein 
the stdewall further includes a ridge. 

74. (Previously Presented) The occipital plate ofclaim 51, wherein 
the plate is bendable along at least two generally parallel 

75. (Previously Presented) Tt. occipital plate of cUdm 51. wherein 
tiae plate is bendable along at least two generally peipendicular axes. 



axes. 
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